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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, LOCUST AWARD 

109.Mr P.B. WATSON to the Premier: 
I refer to the Department of Agriculture’s short-listing for an international award for its emergency response to 
the Australian plague locust outbreak in 2000-01.  Has the Premier any news on the outcome? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
The Commonwealth Association for Public Administration and Management receives more than 150 
submissions from 10 countries for its innovations in governance award.  The Department of Agriculture’s locust 
control campaign was one of 10 submissions short-listed for the prestigious awards, which were announced in 
Glasgow last night.  The department was in fact awarded the 2001 Premier’s award for excellence in public 
sector management for its handling of the outbreak.  More than 600 department staff contributed to an 
outstanding program, using innovative technology to minimise the impact of the Australian plague locusts in 
2000.  We all remember the television coverage of that major problem that was faced by Western Australia. 

I also acknowledge the work done on the project by the former Minister for Primary Industry, the member for 
Stirling.  He is not with us but I am sure that the member for Merredin will pass that on to him.  A significant 
part of Western Australia’s $4.5 billion agricultural industry would have been at risk if the department and the 
Agriculture Protection Board had not developed and implemented a comprehensive emergency response plan for 
the outbreak.  A total of 477 055 hectares on 599 properties in 32 shires was targeted between October and 
December using the latest technology to achieve the outcomes.  Cutting edge information technology, never used 
before in Australia for such an application, excellent technical information and communication, and a well-
developed and carefully executed emergency management plan were important success factors.   

In reaching the shortlist, submissions were measured against criteria for effectiveness, innovation, relevance, 
significance and appropriateness to regional economic conditions.   

Mr B.K. Masters:  Why not do this by way of a ministerial statement? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  That interjection is not worthy of any member of this Parliament. 

I am pleased to advise the House that the Western Australian Agent General contacted the Government this 
morning to advise that the Department of Agriculture has won the silver medal.  This is a prestigious award, and 
on behalf of the Government I commend the many officers of the department for their outstanding achievement 
and the international recognition that they have earned for the great State of Western Australia. 
 


